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REF: VIENTIANE 4802 
I. MILITARY SITUATION 

1. COMBAT ACTIVITY DURING 20TH WEEK DROPPED TO LOWEST 
LEVEL SINCE CEASEFIRE, WITH ONLY 7 INCIDENTS REPORTED 
(PRELIMINARY), COMPARED TO 9 DURING PREVIOUS WEEK. ALL 
FIGHTING OCCURRED IN SOUTH LAOS. RLAF FLEW 6 COMBAT 
SORTIES (ALL IN MR-III), COMPARED TO 4 DURING PREVIOUS 
WEEK. 

2. IN FAR NORTHERN PART OF MR-III, SPORADIC HARASSMENT 
OF REFUGEE POPULATION CONTINUED AND ONE OUTPOST NEAR 
PHA HOM WAS LOST TO MINOR ENEMY ATTACK. ONLY OTHER 
NOTABLE CLASH OCCURRED AS WEEK ENDED, WHEN ENEMY SHELLED 
AND ATTACKED TWO POSITIONS WELL EAST OF KENGKOK. ELSE- 
WHERE, THERE WERE ONLY MINOR PATROL CLASHES AND SHELLINGS. 

TEN ADDITIONAL PL RALLIERS WERE EXTRACTED FROM EASTERN 
BOLOVENS PLATEAU AND, IN NORTH LAOS, TWO PL SOLDIERS 
RALLIED NEAR SALA PHOU KHOUN. 

H. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

I. DESPITE INDICATIONS DURING PREVIOUS WEEK THAT LAO 
INTERNAL TALKS HAD REACHED AN IMPASSE AND WOULD BE RE- 
CESSED, THE TALKS BETWEEN CHIEF RLG AND LPF NEGOTIATORS 
PHENG AND PHOUMI CONTINUED DURING 20TH WEEK OF CEASE- 
FIRE. IN ADDITION, PHOUMI MET WITH PRIME MINISTER 
SOUVANNA JULY 6, AND ON JULY 7 LPF PERMREP SOTH PHETRASY 
LEFT FOR SAM NEUA ON CONSULTATIONS, THERBY AROUSING A 
FLURRY OF OPTIMISM OVER A POSSIBLE BREAKTHROUGH IN TALKS. 

PHENG DISCOUNTED SUCH OPTIMISM WHEN, AT JULY 10 PRESS 
CONFERENCE, HE CRITICIZED LPF RIGIDITY AND SAID IF RLG 

WERE TO ACCEPT LPF DEMANDS, ESPECIALLY ON STATIONING LPF FORCES IN 
VIENTIANE AND LUANG PRABANG, IT WOULD "HANG ITSELF.” PRIME MINISTER 
SOUVANNA CONTINUES TO MANIFEST INPATIENCE WITH THE 
LANGUOROUS PACE OF NEGOTIATIONS AND APPEARS WILLING TO 
EXERCISE HIS PREROGATIVES TO KEEP THINGS MOVING 
AHEAD. THIS MIGHT WELL EXPLAIN OPTIMISM EXPRESSED BY 
LPF IN AFTERMATH OF PHOUMI'S CONVERSATION WITH SOUVANNA 
SECRET 
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ON JULY 7. 

2. ON JULY 9, SOUVANNA REVEIVED AN INVITATION FROM THE 
ALGERIAN GOVERNMENT TO SEND A DELEGATION TO THE UNALIGNED 
NATIONS CONFERENCE, WHICH IS TO BE HELD IN ALGIERS 
DURING SEPTEMBER. SOUVANNA ACCEPTED, CONDITIONAL UPON 
HIS STILL BEING PRIME MINISTER. INVITATION HELPS TO 
UNDERSCORE RLG'S STATUS IN WORLD COMMUNITY AS BONAFIDE 
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NEUTRAL NATION, AS WELL AS SOUVANNA'S POSITION AS ONE 
OL THE FEW REMAINING NEUTRALIST STATESMEN WHOSE 
CREDENTIALS DATE BACK TO THE 1950’S. 

DEAN 
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